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Concept Note on Globalization

By Kowit Kangsanan
NIDA. Bangkok, Thailand

kowitan(cvahoo.com

This concept note is specifically intended to draw attention and focus on threefold
attempts. First, it will discuss some fundamental concepts and related general perspectives
of globalization to pave the way for fu3rther conceptual positioning. Second, it will
present a basic informed description of essential elements and characteristics regarding the
realities of globalization. And, third, based on the aforementioned theses, the note can be
helpful, it is hoped, for Thai and Indian scholars and researchers in identitying plausible

and valid research areas or issues for the conference.

Historically, globalization has been conceived, interpreted, and widely used in a
rather controversial manner. Some scholars refer globalization as an end-state or condition
that the advanced and highly industrialized countries attempt to increase as well as to
integrate levels of international economic flows in order to secure their advantages and
domination over the world economie order since the 1970s. However, in a sharp contrast,
others see it as a process or set of processes that involve the spatial and formative
reorganization of economic, socio-political, cultural, technological, and even military
powers and relations across the glove. These stated conceptions subsequently generate
three broad perspectives namely, the hyper globalist, the skeptical, and the
transformationalist views toward globalization. In the hyper-globalist perspective which is
inherently guided by the neoliberal doctrine of free market, globalization has intentionally
‘installed a single global economy thus intensely transcending and incorporating the
world's major economic regions. With the back-up support and assistance of
technological development and market integration, this imperatively and strategically leads
to the de-nationalization of economic activities; instead of the nation-states, the global
capital and finance are able to exercise decisive influence over the organization, location,
and distribution of economic power and wealth across geographical areas, thus the
borderless economy. Within such condition, less-developed or developing states have no

other option but to accommodate global market forces.

The skeptic view of globalization sees contemporary global integration as inter-
nationalization, where the recent growth of international flows merely represents ﬁsing '
interactions between well-defined national economies rather than the emergence of global
economic activity as a whole. The skeptics also argue that increased economic activity is
primarily confined to the major developed economies. Globalization is therefore oversold



in three important respects; as a description of social reality, as an explanation of social

¢hange, and as an ideology of social progress.

The final process-based perspective, or so-called transformationalist view, has more
recently proposed a different idea of globalization, as compared with the previous
approaches. Globalization is fundamentally discerned as an embodiment of paradigm shift
from the spatial organization of social relations, systems, and networks toward the
transcontinental patterns of human organization, activity and the exercise of social powers.
The globalization process or processes collectively engender the emergence of global
products, financial markets, and international reorganization of business and industries
with a stretch of growing extensity and intensity of economic activities across frontiers,
regions, and continents. Overall, this stretch is so powerful that it fluidly blurs the
boundaries between domestic and global affairs and specific local developments can have
global consequences. Moreover, networks, infrastructures, and various institutions, in
more or less diversified identities and forms, have also emerged to facilitate and regulate
these interactions. Seen in this light, globalization inclusively involves the spatial
reorganization and institutional reforms that have tremendous impact on human life
categories ; economic, political, socio-cultural, technological, interpersonal, and even
military realms at local or sub-national, national, regional, continental, and global levels.
The globalized world unequally present different impact on individual countries, depending
upon the state of its economy and the character of the state. Those advantageous and
strong states have not only influenced -the nature and pace of globalization, but equally
have controlled their own incorporation and integration into the global political economy.
By contrast, weak states with feeble economies clearly take high risks being exploited,

threatened or even further weakened by globalization.

It is tenaciously believed that the transformationalist view of globalization can offer

a fruitfully epistemological basis for understanding the complexity and dynamics of
interactions across countries, regions, and global communities. As a multidimensional
- process with multiple causes and possible outcomes, globalization and its major trends or
patterns can be intelligently and strategically acknowledged, learned, and subsequently
accommodated through the increased capability of learning society and knowledge
management. Moreover, as it has been keenly observed, the hierarchical structure and
unevenness in the nature of global systems can be perpetuated, accentuated, or modified by
globalization. This points out critical challenges to all countries and organized regional
affairs across the globe. What is needed then is to identify some important dimensions and
areas that we have to face or expose to its impact as well as to prepare for enlightened

comprehension and taxonomy.



1. Globalization and the Market Expansion of Global Economy

The aspect of market expansion can be referred to the transformation of global
market that eventually leads toward the establishment of borderless, transnational networks
in production, trade, and finance and investment. This global market transformation is
achieved through viable supports of technological changes in information and
communication technologies and government deregulation. In the domain of production,
the new productive networks set conditions to require firms and multinational enterprises
to utilize advanced means of communication and new, flexible techniques of production to
stretch their activities across the globe. Subsequently, this results in increased quantity and
speed of traded goods and services, more spread of geographical participants, and
increased foreign investment across the globe. Institutions which provide support and
facilities for trade have been created to operate as trading mechanisms. The impact of
global trade on domestic economic arrangements is more less visible and complicated.
Moreover, what is more generally acknowledged is globalization of finance. New financial
instruments that permit a wider range of services across the world are also established and

their impact on countries and regions is increasing.
2. Globalization and Transformation of Politics

The expansion of global markets and trade have contextually presented new
challenges to the state and its institutions. More specifically, the conventional conception
of national government or territorial and hierarchical state that commands society through
the exercise of confined power and authority to carry out political activities and maintain
its political order has increasingly become unrealistic. In fact, there has emerged a new
form of governance represented by the interconnected global political order, power, and
activity that extend across the boundaries of nation-states and therefore directly or
indirectly weakens the state's political status and sovereignty or at least becomes much less
important. In addition, the way in which states use their power and authority is also shifted
as more political decisions are being made at either the local, regional or international
levels. In the era of globalization, govémance is rather achieved through coordination,
consultation, and community involvement, with its favored form of organization being the
network. The transformation of national politics under the context of globalization thus

engenders subsequent changes in political realms and public policies, such as: -

e More participation in regimes which they make decisions in co-ordination or
cooperation with other state
e Change in the way governments interact, regional ties, and integration

e More important roles of non-state actors and global actors



e Decentralization of decision-making within countrics, sub-national regions, and
local governance.

e Qualitative changes in the way states, firms, and other actors perceive and pursue
their interests '

e Changes in the government's international and domestic policies

3. Globalization and Social and Political Movements

¥

It is not difficult to empirically witness that globalization changes the lives of people
across the world or at least imposes considerable impact on their lives. Within the complex
interaction of socio-economic, political realms and structural arrangements, globalization
also tends to breed contestable views and conflicts of interest at different levels. It can
directly or indirectly acts as a homogenizer of quite distinct struggles and movements that
may be responding to diverse issues and at different social scales, involving conscious
efforts to build either local, regional, or transnational cooperation around shared goals that
include personal and collective social changes in civil society and political lives. One of
the most important social movement groups recognized as Global Civil Society (GCS) is
theoretically linked with the globahzatlon process. Broadly defined, GCS can be
understood as the sphere of ideas, values, institutions, organizations, networks, and
individuals that operate beyond the confines of national societies, politics, and economics.
This kind of civil society movement can become globalized in at least four different ways:
addressing trasnworld or global issues, civic networks created through supra-territorial
means of communication, transnational organization-based civic activity (the NGOs), and
supra-territorial solidarity between social groups such as workers, social claés,

environmental protection, natural resources, gender, religious faith, or profession.

The modality of GCSs is located between the family, the state and the market and
normatively oriented to become more or less radical in its movement. This is why GCS
often implies to mean a non-capitalist/non-state, anti-competitive/anti-hierarchical sphere
for democratic efforts in society, anti-imperialism, or even anti-globalization. A large
number of organizations all over the world have been created to provide support and stage

collective actions for these social and political movements.
4. Globalization and Cultural Change

As previously discussed, the transformational perspective of globalization has
started from a premise that the world is rapidly changing and also in fundamental ways,
although the direction of change is not fully discernable. As the world has become a more

interconnected network of social relationships, there occur also flows of products and



services, people, and more importantly ideas and meanings that underline the formative
base of shared values and culture across societies. This is why the cultural domain has
become one of the clearly visible manifestations of globalization that reflects the
simultaneity and ubiquity of global cultural products and processes. Globalization has
become an important driving force for cultural commodification in a variety of human life
facets, forms and labels, along with the free market expansion and new communication
systems. ‘This includes technological media, music, arts, books, life styles, and ideas and
values. The emergence of these widely accepted global cultures also generates the problem
of cultural diversity and complexity that may subjectively and objectively lead to new
forms of cultural resistance at different levels of societies, geographical locations, and

global structures.
5. Globalization and Moral Issues

Neoliberal-based globalization is often seen as something that encourages moral
debates and subsequently requires moral virtues. While its key tenets of trade
liberalization, deregulation, privatization, and financial liberalization can be magical tools
that make certain groups of people richer or better-off, including more freedom and
democracy, it also makes people more concerned about problematic situations of their lives
such as environmental damage, poverty, rights of human being, security and welfares, pain
and suffering, and inequality and injustice. There are many cases against globalization that
lead to passionately negative attitudes among people. The economic process under
globalization is led toward the commodification of people's lives; everything is for sale
ranging from health, education, utility, recreation and entertainment, knowledge, biological '
organs, to even their genes. Corporations take over social functions previously carried by
the state. There are also 'the silent takeover' by the transnational corporations that present -

imminent threats to domestic industries, workplaces, and communities.

In conclusion, although the concepts, perspectives, descriptions, and explanations of
globalization have remained contestable in academic and policy circles, it is generally
accepted that globalization is highly complex, multi-faceted, and unfixed multiple
realities. Its presence has great impact on people's lives and individual societies across the
world. Penetrating knowledge and insights are therefore required to deal with such global
dynamics. ‘

----------------------------------------------------------------
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The 5" NRCT —ICSSR Joint Seminar on Dimensions of Globalization : Indo-Thal Perspectives
& - 6 September 2011
The Montien Hotel, Pattaya, Chonburi, Thailand

Day Ont : Monday 5 September 2011

08.30 - 09.00 . Registration
09.00 - 09.30 Opening Ceremony
- Welcome Address by H.E.Ambassador of India
- Welcome Address by Professor Dr. Soottiporn Chittmittrapap
Secretary — General, National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT)
- Collaborative Remark by Professor Sukhadeo Thorat
Chairman, Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR)
- Opening Address by Professor Dr. Vanchai Vatanasapt
Senior Expert, NRCT Executive Board
09.30-10.15 Keynote Address by Prof.Dr.Likhit Dhiravegin
Fellow of the Royal Institute
10.15-10.30 ., Photo Session & Coffee Break
10.30—-12.00 Session 1: Globalization and Economics
Chair : - Assoc.Prof.Dr.Kowit Kangsanan
National Institute of Development Administration (NIDA)
Co —chair: Indian side
Speakers :  Assoc.Prof.Dr.Aat Pisanwanich
Director, The Center for International Trade Studies
University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce
Indian speaker................cooiiiiiiiinen
12.00 - 13.00 Lunch
13.00 - 14.30 Session 2 : Globalization and Transformation of Politics
Chair : Indian Side........coooieiiniiiriniineecccanenes
Co-chair : Assoc.Prof.Dr.Aat Pisanwanich
Director, The Center for International Trade Studies
University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce
Speakers : Indianspeaker................ooiiieninet
Assoc.Prof.Dr.Kowit Kangsanan
National Institute of Development Administration (NIDA)
14.30 - 14.45 Coffee Break
14.45 - 16.15 Session 3 : Globalization and Social and Political Movements
Chair : Assoc.Prof.Dr. Nongluksana Thepsawasdi
Director of India Studies Centre, Thammasat University
Co—chair: Indian side
Speakers : Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tassanee, Laknapichonchat
Graduate School,Suan Dusit Rajabhat University
Indian speaker.........c...coovieiiiiaeiee
16.30 - 18.00 The 6* NRCT — ICSSR Joint Advisory Committee Meeting



Day Two : Tuesday 6 September 2011

08.45-11.30 Session 4 :
Chair:
Co-chair :

Speakers :

Globalization and Culture
Indian Side
Assist.Prof.Chirapat Prapandvidya

Sanskrit Studies Centre
Silpakorn University

Indian speaker.......... ceesassecaser

.....................................................

M.R. Chakrarot Chitrabongs (in the view of culture)
Distinguished Scholar of Chulalongkorn University

Indian speaker........

.......................................................

Prof.Apichai Puntasen (in the view of morality)
Director, Rural and Social Management Institute (RASMI)

Dr.Mano Lacohavanit (in the view of religion)
Lecturer Pridi Panomyong International College

11.30-12.00 - Statements and Closing by Professor Sukhadeo Thorat, Chairman

12.00-13.00 : Lunch

Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR)

Professor Dr. Soottiporn Chittmittrapap
Secretary — General, National Research
Council of Thailand (NRCT)

13.00 : Technical Visit for Indian Group
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